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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first action following a request for continued 
examination. Claims 1-21 are pending. Claims 14-21 are 
withdrawn from consideration. Claims 1-13 are examined below. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this 
application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 28 
August 2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant 
regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
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distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Regarding claim 1, applicant claims in lines 12 and 
following that the longitudinally extending rib (18) is 
interrupted adjacent at least one end of the bar such that said 
longitudinally extending rib defines discontinuous sections in 
said troughs (13) . This is indefinite because it is unclear to 
the examiner in that if the longitudinal rib is not at the end 
of the bar, how is it able to define a discontinuous section in 
the trough? In other words, as written, the claim limitation 
reads as though the trough (13) has a discontinuous portion at 
the end of the bar, and the discontinuous portion is defined by 
a longitudinal rib, which is not located at the end of the bar. 
It is interpreted as though something that is not present (the 
longitudinal rib) is causing a discontinuous section. Please 
amend this to clarify. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 9-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Mulholland (U.S. Patent No. 4,584,247). 

Claim 9: Mulholland discloses a threaded deformed 
reinforcing bar used in concrete comprising a core and at least 
one transversely extending rib (3, 4, here, there are two 
transverse ribs) forming a pattern of threads on the bar, the 
radius of the transverse rib is substantially the same along the 
length of the bar (though transverse rib 3 extends only across a 
portion of the bar, its radius is the same along the length of 
the bar from which it extends; and as shown, ribs 3 and 4 have 
substantially the same radius) , a longitudinally extending rib 

(5) intersecting the transverse rib (rib 4 and end of rib 3) at 
multiple areas along the bar and interrupting the pattern of 
threads along the bar in at least a first section of said bar 

(the middle portion) and the longitudinal rib is absent from a 
second section of the bar (the end portion containing portion 3) 
adjacent at least one end of the bar which is formed by the 
transverse ribs, and said section is unobstructed. The language 
"whereby an internally threaded member... in said section" (lines 
12-15) is a statement of intended use of the claimed invention 
and must result in a structural difference between the claimed 
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invention and the prior art in order to patentably distinguish 
the claimed invention from the prior art. If the prior art 
structure is capable of performing the intended use, then it 
meets the claim. 

Claim 10: the transverse rib is a continuous spiral along 
the bar. 

Claim 11: the core has a substantially circular cross- 
section (see Fig. 4, generally) . 

Claim 12: at least two series of discontinuities along the 
bar (see where member 4 extends along the length of the bar and 
member 5 interrupts the rib in more than one location) and the 
longitudinally extending rib extends along each series of 
discontinuities . 

Claim 13: the transverse and longitudinally extending ribs 
are integral with each other and with the core (as shown) . 

Allowable Subject Matter 
4. Claims 1-8 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to 
overcome the rejection (s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, 
set forth in this Office action; however, they would be subject 
to further consideration once the rejection is overcome. 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) of 
rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to William 
V. Gilbert whose telephone number is 571.272.9055. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 08:00 to 17:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be 
reached on 571.272.6777. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 

(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/W. V. G./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3635 

/Basil Katcheves/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3635 



